AP Government

Mr. Smith

Public Opinion Polling

How Americans Know What We Know

Directions - You are going to create two polls (either scientific or non-scientific) based on the subject matter you were given. Since you will be working in partners, you will only have to submit one set of answers for the questions below. Make sure to show the results of your polls in an organized fashion and include your margin of error.
Creating a poll?
#1 – Select a sampling of the group to be questioned (in this case, members of Methacton High School).
#2 – Create a hypothetical question and your groups anticipated answers that you attempt to answer with your poll.

#3 – Present carefully worded questions to the individuals being questioned without surrendering your hypothesis. (Make sure you are random sampling)

#4 – Analyze the information that you have obtained and be able to present it (At least one of the polls should be done graphically).

#5 - Make sure to include a sampling error depending on the size of your poll.

#6 – Draw some conclusions from the information that you have obtained from your polls including anything that varied from your expected answers.
#7 – Decide if there was anything that you could have done better or improved in your polls.
Questions to be answered
1. What question(s) was your group attempting to answer with the polling information that you are collecting? What type of polls are you using for your questions?
2. Why are you choosing to use these particular polls?
3. What are the expected results to your questions (before you conduct the polls)?

4. What was your sample size for your polls? Are you giving people both of your polls or are you varying the data sets?
5. How are you planning to create diversity in your polls?

6. Did the results of your polls support your expectations or did you find the results different? 

7. If the results supported your expectations, do you think that you may have skewed the polls in some way? If the results do not support your expectations, why do you think that you got different results?

8. In retrospect, is there anything that you would have differently in your polling method? Explain. 
